CLOBAL ACGESS TO SAFE
DRINKING WATER

Universal access to safe drinking water is a fundamental need and human right. Securing
access yo clean, easily accessible water for all could have a major role in reducing preventable
illness and death, particularly children. Though progress has been made to provide safe
drinking water and sanitation to people throughout the world, billions of people still lack access

to these services every day.

One-in-four people do not have access to clean

drinking water.
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30 minutes for a round trip, including lining up and waiting.” There are considerable disparities in
such access; while many developed countries have now achieved universal access, coverage with
safely managed drinking water sources varies widely in developing regions.

Unsafe water sources are responsible for 1.2 million
deaths each year.

Percentage of deaths attributed to

unsafe drinking water by country, 2020
Diseases from dirty water kill more people every year than all forms of violence, with 43% of
those deaths are children under five years old.' Lack of access to safe water sources is a leading
risk factor for infectious diseases, including cholera, diarrhea, dysentery, hepatitis A, typhoid and
polio.? It also exacerbates malnutrition and childhood growth stunting.*

In 2017, the estimated 1.2 million people who died as a result of unsafe water sources
represented 2.2% of global deaths. In low-income countries, it accounted for 6% of deaths.
According to the World Bank, it is estimated that universal access to safe drinking water,
adequate sanitation, and hygiene has the potential to reduce the global disease burden by 10%.°

Only 29% of people in low income countries have
safely managed water supply, compared to 98% in

high income countries.
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There are large disparities in both
access to safely-managed clean
water and deaths due to unsafe
water between high-income and
low-income countries. Safely
managed drinking water is water
from an improved water source
which is located on premises,
available when needed and free
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of levels of access within groups
of countries with similar GDPs per capita, suggesting that there are other factors, such as population

structure, natural location, governance and infrastructure, which may be contributing to the disparities.
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https://ourworldindata.org/diarrheal-diseases
https://ourworldindata.org/polio
https://ourworldindata.org/hunger-and-undernourishment#too-little-height-for-age-stunting
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/assessing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/healthywater/global/assessing.html#ImprovedDrinking

8 out 10 people who continue to lack basic drinking

water services live in rural areas.
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urbanization and disproportionate economic growth in urban versus rural settings,
infrastructure and natural boundaries also may play a role.

From 2015 to 2020, we saw an increase of 4% (70 to

74%) in global access to safely managed drinking
water access.
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We've seen many improvements over
the past few decades in both an
increase in access to safe drinking
water and a reduction in the deaths
attributed to unsafe water. These
improvements have affected the lives
of millions. Between 2015 and 2020,
107 million people gained access to
safely managed drinking water at
home, and 115 million people gained
access to safe toilets at home.
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The United Nations Sustainable
Development Goal Target 6.1 is to
“achieve universal and equitable
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global population had safe drinking water. In 2020, five years later, we’ve seen an
increase of four percentage to 74%. At the current rate, however, the SDG target will not
be reached. Further work and monitoring is necessary.
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Achieving global universal access
to safe water will be especially
challenging for the 41 countries
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